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THE TERRORIST ALLIANCES OF THE HOUTHIS AND AL-QAEDA
IN SERVICE OF IRAN IN YEMEN AND THE REGION

( INTRODUCTION

In the complex war scene in Yemen, shocking revelations have emerged about the covert
network of relations between the Houthi group and terrorist organizations, particularly
Al-Qaeda. This relationship was not born overnight but is an extension of a broader and
deeper international-level connection between Iran and Al-Qaeda, dating back to the
early 2000s. At that time, Al-Qaeda leaders, following U.S. strikes in Afghanistan, found
safe haven in Iran, where the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) provided them

with protection, residency, and extensive logistical support.

In September 2015, the relationship between the Houthis and Al-Qaeda took a clearer
turn following a prisoner exchange deal between Iran and Al-Qaeda in Yemen. The deal
resulted in Tehran releasing several detained Al-Qaeda leaders in exchange for the group

freeing Iran’s cultural attaché in Yemen, Nour Ahmad Nikbakht.

This deal paved the way for new understandings, spearheaded by Iran, to arrange a secret
agreement between the Houthis and Al-Qaeda in Yemen. The mediation was led by the
prominent terrorist Khaled Mohammed Salahuddin Zaydan, known as “Saif al-Adel’, one
of Al-Qaeda’s top leaders residing in Iran. Available information indicates that the de
facto leader of Al-Qaeda in Yemen at the time was Khaled Saif al-Adel. His son played a
pivotal role in persuading the organization’s senior leadership in Yemen to refrain from

targeting the Houthis and to halt terrorist operations in areas under Houthi control.

As a result of this agreement, the Houthis (under Iranian directives) began releasing a
number of Al-Qaeda leaders and operatives, reintegrating them into armed cells while
providing financial and logistical support. This aimed to destabilize security in liberated

areas and disrupt the military and political landscape, serving the Houthis' interests.

&



THE TERRORIST ALLIANCES OF THE HOUTHIS AND AL-QAEDA
IN SERVICE OF IRAN IN YEMEN AND THE REGION

( INTRODUCTION

The relationship with ISIS, however, followed a different path. The Houthis recruited
several ISIS operatives from prisons run by Yemen's National Security and Political

Security apparatuses, releasing them only after securing their loyalty.

The PT.0.C. Yemen Center will expose the nature of these clandestine relationships
through its report series, (The Houthi-Al-Qaeda Terror Alliance). The series will unveil the
methods used by involved parties to build unexpected alliances, how the Houthi militia
manages this network, the strategic objectives behind this coordination, and how this
relationship transformed from overt enmity into a strategic alliance threatening Yemen's

security and the broader region.

(This report is part of the investigative series (The Houthi-Al-Qaeda Terror Alliance),

which will uncover the hidden dynamics of this dangerous relationship.)

Nour Ahmad Nikbakht
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THE HOUTHIS AND AL-QAEDA: FROM
ENMITY TO SECRET AGREEMENTS?

At the heart of the southern Arabian Peninsula, a hidden network of relations has
emerged between the Houthis and Al-Qaeda. Despite representing opposing ideologies,
the realities on the ground have forced them into unspoken understandings that serve
their mutual interests—a relationship that has been the subject of speculation and
analysis for years. Gradually, reports and field testimonies have begun to reveal these
covert arrangements, driven by shared interests and tactical necessities.

The Houthis emerged in northern Yemen in the

1980s and entered political life in the 1990s. ,’ Terror Blliance: Erom

However, unable to gain popular support for Hostility to Understandings

their sectarian ideology—which rejects the
Despite the fact that both sides

represent opposing ideologies, the

field conditions imposed a different
launching their first war against the state in  reality that pushed them towards

republican system and democracy as a means
of change—they turned to armed conflict,

September 2004, culminating in their coup undeclared understandings.
against state institutions in 2014.

Meanwhile, in the early 2000s, Al-Qaeda in Yemen shifted toward carrying out high-
profile operations against foreign targets, such as the attacks on the USS Cole and the
French tanker Limburg.

Despite theirideological differences, the need for survivaland expandinginfluence pushed
the Houthisand Al-Qaedato seek points of convergence that would allow each side to gain
ground without engaging in open conflict. Sources indicate that these understandings
included dividing zones of influence, exchanging intelligence on government and Arab
coalition movements, and agreements to avoid direct confrontation.
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THE HOUTHIS AND AL-QAEDA: FROM
ENMITY TO SECRET AGREEMENTS?

Iran played a key role in bringing the Houthis and Al-Qaeda closer, using regional
intermediaries to facilitate covert coordination between the two. According to
multiple sources, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard and Lebanon’s Hezbollah provided
secure communication channels and indirect logistical support. The Houthis acted as
intermediaries in supplying military resources to Al-Qaeda in exchange for the group
carrying out terrorist operations that served Iran’'s agenda—destabilizing liberated
areas and creating security chaos to weaken the Houthis' enemies.

One of the most revealing moments of this cooperation was the "September 2015
deal," in which the Houthis released several detained Al-Qaeda leaders in exchange for
the group pledging not to attack them—and instead target government forces backed
by the Arab coalition. This was not an isolated incident; similar exchanges occurred in
different forms, with Al-Qaeda members being freed from Houthi prisons in return for
tactical gains. Some investigations suggest that Al-Qaeda received logistical support
within Houthi-controlled areas, allowing them to regroup and, for the first time, carry
out drone attacks.

Regarding the details of this deal, the Houthis played the role of mediator in facilitating
an exchange agreement between Al-Qaeda and Iran. The deal involved the release of an
Iranian diplomat who had been kidnapped by Al-Qaeda in Yemen, in exchange for Tehran
freeing five senior Al-Qaeda leaders held inits secret prisons. Among those released were
the terrorist Abu Yusuf Al-Kuwaiti (one of Al-Qaeda’s most prominent leaders), a Kuwaiti
national currently in Marib, and the slain terrorist Ahmed bin Abdullah Al-Zahrani, also
known as (Abu Maryam Al-Azdi), a Saudi national.

, , The September 2015 Deal: The Beginning of Coordination

Tehran released a number of the organization's leaders in exchange for Al-Qaeda's
release of Iranian cultural attaché Nour Ahmed Nikbakht.
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THE HOUTHIS AND AL-QAEDA: FROM
ENMITY TO SECRET AGREEMENTS?

Between 2016 and 2022, under the supervision of Houthi intelligence and security
leaders; most notably Hassan Al-Marrani (Deputy of the Houthi Security and Intelligence
Apparatus), Abdullah Yahya Hadi Abdullah Khater (Office Director of the Houthi Militia
Leader), and Abu Abdullah Al-Walid (a senior figure in the Houthi Security and Intelligence
Apparatus)—the Houthis and Al-Qaeda concluded a series of prisoner exchange deals.
These deals led to the release of over 400 Al-Qaeda commanders and operatives, most of
whom had been imprisoned for years in Political Security and National Security prisons,
with many having received death sentences, prison terms, or other convictions.

Al-Hassan Al-Marani

\ ﬁ Deputy of the Houthi Security and
' Intelligence Service

g i
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( THE HOUTHIS AND AL-QAEDA: FROM
ENMITY TO SECRET AGREEMENTS?

Among those released were operatives involved

in the bombing of the USS Cole, including the ’,Saif al-Adel... The Mediator
slain terrorist Jamal Al-Badawi—one of the Between Tehran and Al-Qaeda in

founders of the terrorist organization in Yemen Yemen
and the mastermind behind the 2000 attack on  Khaled Mohammed Salah al-Din
the American destroyer in Aden, and the slain  Zidan (Saif al-Adel) led a secret

terrorist Arif Mujalli, the emir of the Arhab Cell agreement between the Houthis and
Al-Qaeda under Iranian auspices.

and one of the accused in the USS Cole bombing.
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THE HOUTHIS AND AL-QAEDA: FROM
ENMITY TO SECRET AGREEMENTS?

Under the supervision of the same Houthi leaders, other high-ranking Al-Qaeda terrorists
were also released, including those accused of assassinating former Yemeni President
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi, such as the terrorist Maher Al-Rumaim and the terrorist
Saddam Ali Al-Humairi. Additionally, members of the terrorist cell responsible for the
assassination of Saudi diplomat Khalid Al-Shubaikan Al-Anzi were freed, including the
terrorists Abdulaziz Abad Al-Qadhi and Hussein Saleh Al-Aqili.

In the same vein of cooperation, the Houthis released
members of the terrorist cell that planned and
executed the 2012 Sabeen Square bombing. The
upcoming series of reports titled "The Houthi-Al-
Qaeda Terror Alliance" will reveal their names and the
detailed circumstances of their release in a special
report listing dozens of names, from the terrorist Sami
Fadhl Dayan to the terrorists Omar Abdulaziz Ahmed
Al-Najjar and Ahmed Abdu Mohammed Sarhan Al-
Dumaini.

The danger of this cooperation is not confined to
Yemen alone but extends to a broader threat to

regional and international security. The coordination |

between the Houthis and Al-Qaeda has enhanced
the terrorist organization’s ability to carry out high-
profile military operations, taking advantage of the
chaos created by the war.

’ ’ Release in Exchange for Loyalty

The Houthis began releasing Al-Qaeda operatives
in exchange for them not being targeted and
for carrying out operations against government
forces.

&
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A photo of one of the trial sessions
for the defendants in the Al-Sabeen
Square bombing
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(‘ THE SECRET AGREEMENT, SAIF AL-ADEL
AND HIS ROGUE SON, KHALID

Amid these complex alliances, the slain terrorist Khalid Saif al-Adel, also known as
"Mansour Abu al-Yusr al-Masri," emerges as a pivotal figure who played a prominent role
in establishing secret relations between Al-Qaeda in Yemen on one side and the Houthis
and Iran on the other. Khalid convinced Mohammed Salah al-Din Zaydan, along with the
legitimate, military, and security leadership of the organization, particularly members of
Al-Qaeda’s Shura Council in Yemen, to adopt his father’s strategy of aligning Al-Qaeda’s
central leadership with Iran and refraining from engaging in the war against the Houthis.

Khalid, the son of Saif al-Adel, viewed an alliance with Iran as a strategic priority aligned
with the concept of "Jihadist jurisprudence" and considered it a legitimate policy serving
the organization’s interests. Since his arrival in Yemen, he assumed responsibility for
coordinating between the central leadership of the global organization and its various
branches. A 2023 report by the UN Security Council's Panel of Experts on Yemen revealed
his role within the organization, noting his movements between Marib and several
southern provinces (such as Shabwa, Hadramawt, and Al-Mahra), as part of his efforts
to manage communication channels and
strengthen the terrorist alliance between
the Houthis and Al-Qaeda.

SAIF AL-ADEL
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ASPECTS OF HOUTHI-AL-QAEDA COOPERATION: WEAPONS,
DRONES, RECRUITMENT, AND JOINT TRAINING

A series of investigative reports have exposed the growing cooperation between the
Houthis and terrorist organizations, which, beyond the release of detained terrorists,
includes details on sectarian and military training courses, the recruitment of senior
terrorist leaders, the formation of terrorist and espionage cells, the execution of terrorist
operations, the establishment of terrorist camps, and agreements between the Houthis
and Al-Qaeda, as well as support for terrorist cells and operatives.

Through its security and intelligence apparatus, the Houthis recruited senior leaders
from Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and the Tawhid and Jihad group, summoning them to Sana’a for
meetings that resulted in agreements for their return to government-liberated areas to

work on behalf of the Houthis.
Among the most prominent Terrorists '_’_'!_ ~A =l

were: - g — =)
1. Ammar Saleh Mohammed Banan, ki ol h
aka "Abu Saleh al-Diyuli": A field smyhode i
commander for Al-Qaeda in Shabwa, (9-02- P ysall UL fpyall
tasked with managing cells responsible (5l i ity (303 o o b - DI
for carrying out terrorist operations and ey g g Ay sl e G i
assassinations in Shabwa since 2019. e GELAIM o a5 A ey

On January 15, 2025, he was targeted

and killed by a US drone strike.
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ASPECTS OF HOUTHI-AL-QAEDA COOPERATION: WEAPONS,
DRONES, RECRUITMENT, AND JOINT TRAINING

2. Harith Lutfi al-Ezzi: The former emir of Al-Qaeda in Taiz Governorate, who agreed to
work for the Houthis. He relocated to Houthi-controlled areas and was assigned to
recruit Al-Qaeda leaders and operatives in Taiz and Al-Baydha.

3. Raed Saud Hassan Saleh bin Mua'ili, aka "Abu al-Zargawi": One of Al-Qaeda’s most
prominent leaders in Marib Governorate. He traveled to Sanaa in February 2020,
meeting with Houthi leader Abdulkarim al-Houthi (the Houthi "Interior Minister"),
who connected him with their security and intelligence apparatus. An agreement was
reached for him to work for them in exchange for the release of his brother, terrorist
Tarig Saud bin Mua'ili, who was later freed and became an operative in eastern Marib
and a coordinating leader for the organization in Shabwa.

The Houthis employ a calculated strategy to recycle Al-Qaeda and ISIS operatives by
releasing detained terrorists after they undergo ideological and military rehabilitation
programs. These prisoners are recruited and lured into joining the Houthi ranks in
exchange for financial and security privileges, later being used in terrorist operations or
forming sabotage cells in liberated areas.

The series will reveal in-depth details about the Houthi strategy for recruiting terrorist
elements, focusing on the role of the Houthi security and intelligence apparatus in
managing recruitment operations and selecting targets. It will also expose how religious
texts and jihadist concepts are exploited to justify collaboration with the Houthis, as
well as the names, roles, and responsibilities of Houthi leaders involved in the release of
senior terrorists and others.

As a prelude to this, the Houthi security and intelligence apparatus, led by prominent
figures such as Hassan Ali Al-Marani, Deputy of Internal Security, Ma'moun, Director
of Department 30 (Counterterrorism), and Khalid Mada'is, oversees the process of
selecting recruitable terrorist elements. Meanwhile, Abdulwasea Abu Talib, Director of
the Third Department, supervises their rehabilitation inside secret Houthi prisons, such
as Shamlan Prison, where they are trained to carry out specialized operations.
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ASPECTS OF HOUTHI-AL-QAEDA COOPERATION: WEAPONS,
DRONES, RECRUITMENT, AND JOINT TRAINING

The Houthi militia manipulates religious texts to serve its agenda, convincing Al-Qaeda
and ISIS elements that joining the Houthis is part of the "confrontation against American
and Zionist occupation®, as they describe it. They portray the real enemy as the Arab
Coalition and government forces, creating a religious justification, in their view, for
operating under the leadership of the terrorist militia.

After being released, the terrorist operatives are either sent to battlefronts or integrated
into covert cells tasked with carrying out assassinations and bombings targeting
government forces backed by the
Arab Coalition. There have been

- e
documented transfers of Al-Qaeda =
- : “yla o
operatives to Al-Sawma'ah District — * Ty —
and camps in Ard Al-Qaysin in Al-
Baydha Governorate. o
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ASPECTS OF HOUTHI-AL-QAEDA COOPERATION: WEAPONS,
DRONES, RECRUITMENT, AND JOINT TRAINING

Reliable information obtained by P.T.0.C. Yemen reveals covert coordination between
the Houthi security and intelligence apparatus and Al-Qaeda leaders in Abyan and
Shabwa governorates. This coordination includes providing the terrorist organization
with intelligence gathered primarily through wiretapping, which is then passed on to
Al-Qaeda commander Ahmed Hussein Alawi Al-Makli Al-Riyami, also known as "Abu Al-
Qa'ga" The intelligence includes details on military and security unit movements, as well
as proposals from the Houthi security apparatus to assist the group in countering any

military operations targeting its strongholds.

Additionally, an agreement was reached with
Al-Qaeda’s Shabwa Emirate, led by terrorist
Bajli Al-Ahdal (alias "Abu Al-Hija" Al-Hadidi")
and terrorist Ammar Saleh Mohammed
Banan (alias "Abu Saleh Al-Diyouli"), under
which the Houthis would supply the group
with weapons, ammunition, and drones to
confront the Southern Giants Brigades and
Shabwa Defense Forces in the districts of
Markha, Hatib, and Al-Sa’id in Shabwa. The
agreement stipulates that Al-Qaeda elements
stationed in their camps in the Khora area of
Markha District, Shabwa, would withdraw at Munir Bajli Al-Ahdal

an appropriate time and hand over the sites Hona seifp il REelEl
to the Houthis.

As a result of these understandings, Al-Qaeda carried out four terrorist operations in
Shabwa in 2025, beginning with a drone attack on a Shabwa Defense Forces position
in "Ghoul Al-Jawf" in early January 2025. The attacks continued with the targeting of a
military vehicle and another security post belonging to government forces in Al-Jabeel
and Al-Qala'a in Al-Masaina, northern Al-Sa'id District, on January 15, 2025.
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In February 2023, the Houthi militia supplied Al-Qaeda in Shabwa with multiple drones,
including bomber and reconnaissance models, which were used to target Southern
Forces' camps and checkpoints in Abyan and Shabwa.

In August 2023, Houthi leaders in Al-Baydha delivered another batch of drones to
terrorists Hamza Mohsen Ahmed Al-Mashdali (alias "Abu Saleh") and Ahmed Mubarak
Ali Al-Khidr Al-Diyani (alias Abu Khaled Al-Diyani).

In November 2023, terrorist Ali Nasr Al-Masawi received an additional shipment of
drones in Al-Sawma'a District, western

Al-Baydha. e i A —
Houthi support was not limited to e ==
drone supplies but extended to training
Al-Qaeda operatives in their use. Al- b - B

dayle i

Qaeda in Shabwa sent eight fighters to
the Al-Sawadiyah campin Al-Baydhato

receive advanced training on operating Flyibion o S (o 1oty (3319030 by - P2 IS

newly manufactured drones b E3m g 8y K 2 oA 0305 01 s Sl
' VAT
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This training was coordinated by the

late terrorist commander Ammar

Saleh Mohammed Banan (alias Abu

Saleh Al-Diyouli), the leader of the

so-called "Am'azifa Camp" in Wadi W1l iy
Khora, Shabwa, who played a key role Z@

in selecting operatives and arranging

training with the Houthis.
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In addition to drones, the Houthi militia provided extensive military support to Al-Qaeda
in Shabwa, supplying it in August 2023 with quantities of weapons and ammunition that
included thermal missiles, explosive devices, and large quantities of C4 explosives. These
were delivered via "Saqr Bannan," the brother of the prominent leader Ammar Bannan.

Reports reveal dozens of sites housing Al-Qaeda leaders and operatives in the provinces
of Shabwa and Abyan, shedding light on their camps and hideouts. The trail begins at the
Ama'zifah camp in Wadi Khawrah in the Lower Markhah district, west of Shabwa, passing
through their positions in Huteib, Al-Jabal Al-Abyad, Shu'ab Ma'du, and Samrah in the
north and south of the Al-Sa'id district in the same province, all the way to their desert
hideouts in 'Arma in Shabwa, as well as in 'Abar, Zamkh, and Manukh in Hadramawt.

114!36653846.98566

Shaab Ma'adu
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In Abyan, a series of locations serve as hubs for the organization’s cells, starting from
the Al-'Azifah area in Al-Mahfad in the east, then Jayshan to the north, and reaching the
center of the province in Rawdat Al-Ja'adana. Maps will illustrate the logistical sites used
by the organization within farms and mosques to provide a comprehensive picture of
this terrorist group’s infrastructure.

J"r._ I

14514697.146:241 66

The border area between Awmeran and Jayshan.

The Houthis supported the organization in September 2022 during clashes with the
"Siham Al-Sharq" forces, providing advanced weapons, landmines, and highly explosive
devices, in addition to drones delivered by the Houthi leader "Abdullah Al-Mandhari"
to the terrorist "Abdullah Muhammad Al-Mas'udi," one of Al-Qaeda’s most prominent
leaders in Abyan. These were transported to the ‘Awmaran camp east of the Mudiyah
district center in Abyan.

The Crisis Monitoring Unit of the P.T.0.C. Yemen Center will disclose details of the 12
terrorist operations carried out by Al-Qaeda in Abyan, beginning on 01/25/2025,
with the targeting of a military unit belonging to the Sixth Support and Reinforcement
Brigade, led by Brigadier Ali Nasser Al-Ma'kar, in the 'lzzat Qarn 'Ashal area near the
eastern entrance of the Mudiyah district center in central Abyan. The attack wounded
two soldiers and was executed by two Al-Qaeda terrorists positioned 363 meters from
the blast site using a remote-controlled explosive device.
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On the same day, an engineering team from the Third
Support Brigade dismantled an explosive device—
prepared for detonation—in Qarn 'Ashal, an area
under the influence of the Islah Party (the Muslim
Brotherhood in Yemen), which previously had a
headquarters there.

Al-Qaeda continued its targeting of military and
security forces in Abyan Governorate, where their
latest terrorist attack was recorded on Friday,
March 28, 2025. This attack targeted a Nissan
military vehicle belonging to the Southern Armed
Forces in the Al-Qawz area, east of the Mudiyah
Directorate in Abyan, resulting in the martyrdom
of one soldier and the injury of six others. This
attack followed two previous terrorist attacks by
them on two military sites in Al-Humaima and the
Ormah junction, located within the Mudiyah Directorate — in the same governorate -
on March 12, 2025. The two attacks were carried out using two mortar shells dropped
from a drone belonging to the organization, which they had previously obtained from the
Houthi terrorist militia in November 2023.

Despite the clear ideological differences between Al-Qaeda and the Houthis, their
shared hostility toward the United States and its allies in the region has made Al-Qaeda
a tool exploited by the Houthis to carry out operations against their enemies. In return,
the organization has benefited from this support to reorganize its ranks and enhance
its military capabilities, enabling it to carry out high-profile terrorist operations using
weapons obtained from Houthi supervisors in the Al-Malaajim district of Al-Bayda
province and stored in the Daman area northeast of the Lawdar district in Abyan.
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Houthi support has not been limited
to Al-Qaeda but has also extended 400 Terrorists in Exchange for a
to their allied ISIS faction in Marib. In ~ Tactical Alliance

mid-2023, they supplied the group Between 2016 and 2022, more than 400

with quantities of weapons, artillery, Al-Qaeda operatives were released in

Ali Mahdi Al-Sawadi, who works in A number of them were granted forged
weapons smuggling in partnership identities by security and intelligence.

with Houthi leaders. Additionally, in |+

April 2023, the Houthi Security and {‘5
Intelligence Agency branch in Marib ;@3 : ie
funded the purchase of weapons for ~ 2 2| i A
Al-Qaeda, including Dragunov sniper jf o

rifles, Shiki machine guns, artillery .. :
shells, shoulder-fired missiles, and . ’/
explosives such as C4 and TNT, through = é? «
arms dealer Mohammed Musfar Areej. V[ 5t¥,
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The militia has also issued official documents (fake IDs and passports) under false names
for Al-Qaeda operatives, allowing them to move freely between liberated areas and travel
abroad without being intercepted at security checkpoints or border crossings.

The Houthi militia uses a network of exchange companies in Shabwa province to
transfer funds to Al-Qaeda cells. We will reveal their commercial names and owners in
an upcoming series of reports on the hidden alliance between the Houthis and terrorist
organizations in Yemen, which poses a serious threat to the security and stability of our
country and the wider region. This underscores the urgent need to expose and dismantle
these networks immediately.
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Previous UN reports have revealed information about Al-Qaeda continuing to mobilize its
operational and human resources, particularly in Shabwa and Abyan, and incorporating
drones into its combat tactics—thanks to training provided by the Houthi militia, which
serves as a strategic partner in developing its technical and operational capabilities.

The reports also disclosed that the terrorist Houthi militia released five Al-Qaeda
members—Usama Al-Adani, Abu Bakr Al-Rabi'i, Abdullah Al-Rahab, Abdulrahman
Ali Mohammed Al-Gharabi, and Ibrahim Al-San'ani—in exchange for cooperation and
allowing Houthi forces to pass through certainlocations in the Mahliyah district
of Marib province.

Drones and Explosives:
In return, three days later, Al-Qaeda elements P

handed over all their positions on the Al-  Direct Houthi Support
Bayda frontlines to the Houthi militia through
Sheikh Majid Ali Al-Dhahab, along with the
names of the terrorists released in exchange
for allowing the Houthis to advance toward
Marib.

Al-Qaeda was supplied with drones
and advanced weapons used in
- terrorist attacks.

As part of the evidence revealing the
relationship between the Houthi militia and
terrorist organizations, it is clear that the
Houthis do not limit themselves to providing
military, intelligence, and logistical support
to Al-Qaeda. They also harbor and protect
its members, enabling them within state
institutions under their control—despite their
involvement in previous terrorist operations
and their arrest prior to the Houthi coup
against the government in 2014. Details of
these appointments will be revealed soon.
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Additionally, the Houthis have worked to include the names of some detained Al-Qaeda
members in prisons within liberated areas in prisoner exchange lists. Among them is the
terrorist Sami Adib Abdullah Al-Duais, also known as "Hamam Al-Sana‘ani" and "Salah
Al-Badani," who is detained in Taiz governorate. They have also provided medical care
to wounded Al-Qaeda fighters injured in clashes with government forces. One such
individual is the terrorist Musa Hamad Dalil Al-Hatiki, the leader of a terrorist cell in
Marib, who was transferred to Sana‘a for treatment in coordination with the Houthi
militia after being wounded in clashes with government forces.

This covert alliance poses a serious threat to the security and stability of Yemen and the
region. The Houthis are enabling Al-Qaeda to regroup in Yemen, which could lead to an
escalation of violence and terrorism. Moreover, Houthi support for Al-Qaeda grants the
organization the capability to carry out operations that threaten international maritime
routes—especially after terrorist elements attacked a commercial ship 109 nautical
miles southeast of Al-Mahra—and could potentially threaten air traffic in the future.
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(‘ RECOMMENDATIONS

® The international community must take stricter measures to counter this covert
alliance, which has become an escalating threat to the security of Yemen and the
region. The dubious relationship between the Houthis and Al-Qaeda is no longer
mere speculation or allegations—it is increasingly confirmed by evidence exposing
complex military, intelligence, and logistical support networks that provide
protection and resources to the organization's members. This enables them to
plan and carry out new terrorist operations unimpeded.

® Turning a blind eye to these alliances or dealing with them leniently will only
empower terrorism to expand and spiral out of control.

® Effectively counteringthisthreatrequiresadopting morerobuststrategies, starting
with imposing severe sanctions on entities and individuals involved in financing
terrorism, whether within Houthi-controlled areas or elsewhere in Yemen and the
region.

® Intensifying intelligence and investigative efforts is crucial to uncovering the
methods used by the Houthi militia to funnel money and weapons to Al-Qaeda.

® Strengthening international counterterrorism cooperation is a pivotal step in
exposing these ties and bringing those responsible to justice. The Houthis have
exploited Yemen's chaos to expand their influence and provide safe havens for Al-
Qaeda, necessitating a coordinated response by regional and international powers
to dismantle these networks and bolster forces actively combating terrorism.

® Diplomatic pressure on the Houthi militia and Al-Qaeda must be intensified by
exposing their secret alliances in international forums and imposing sanctions on
supporters of these terrorist groups, which threaten global peace and stability.
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( CONCLUSION

The PT.0.CYEMEN center aims to provide decision-makers and actors in the
international community with accurate and reliable information that contributes
to the development of more effective counter-terrorism strategies and the
identification of entities that provide these groups with logistical and financial
support. It also seeks to raise public awareness about the risks associated with
these alliances by publishing documented reports and analyses that present the
true picture to everyone, away from misleading propaganda and false information.

In this context, the P.T.0.C.YEMEN center intends to issue the second part of the series
"The Houthi-Al-Qaeda Terror Alliance," which will detail the Houthis' strategies in
recruiting and rehabilitating Al-Qaeda and ISIS elements, the role of the Houthi security
and intelligence apparatus in managing recruitment operations and identifying targets,
and how religious texts and jihadist concepts are exploited to justify cooperation with
the Houthis. Additionally, it will include the names of the Houthi leaders involved, their
roles and responsibilities, details of the release of senior terrorists and others, and a
narrative exposing the journey of terrorists from prisons to armed cells.
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A table of names of terrorist leaders and elements released by
the Houthi militia during the past period:

1 Majed Ahmed Saleh Al-Salmi 19 | Shaif Abduh Mohammed Dhaif Allah Al-Haimi

2 Bassam Mohammed Mohammed Al-Hakimi 20 | Osama Al-Oudini

3 Essam Al-Badayn 21 | Abu Bakr Al-Rubaie

4 | Osama Mansour Ail Al-Qasimi 22 | Abdullah Al-Rahab

5 | Jamal Abdo Nasser Saad Al-Qamadi 23 | Abdulrahman Ail Mohammed Al-Ghuraib

6 | Mohammed Mansour Al-Arifi 24 | |brahim Al-Sana'in

7 | Zayed Al-Asadi 25 | Yahya Ibrahim Batri

8 | Ail Yahya Abdullah Hazam Al-Hakimi 26 = Murad Ahmed Mohammed Zaher

9 | SaadFarhan 27 | Nasher Ail Hazam Hadi (Abu Al-Bara)

10 | Alaa Yousef Al-Qasir 28 | Ibrahim Dawood Ahmed Omair

n Ibrahim Abdullah Mohammed Atiq 29 | Ammar Mohammed Ail Al-Ashwal (Abu Hammam)

12 | Amin Abdullah Jaafar 30 Mua.mmar Mohammed Saleh Mohsen Sharaf
El-Din

13 | Bilal Al-Hababi 31 Fadhl Ail Suwaileh

14 | Hashem Mohammed Rizq Kabe® 32 mci)rl*:‘a)mmed Hoite i el e e

15 | Abdul Aziz Ahmad Abad Al-Qadhi 33 ::;')d Qaed Mahyoub Al-Mazhari (Abu Hudhay-

16 | Hussein Salem Makhzouma Al-Uqaili 34 | Fawaz Abdo Murshid (Abu Busair)

17 | Hussein Saleh Abdrabuh Al-Uqaili 35 | Fares Mohammed Murshid Al-Yahwi

18 | Youssef Saleh Abdrabuh Al-Uqaili 36 | Adel Rabie Mohammed Ibrahim
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( CONTINUED

37 Abdul Rahim Al-Absi

38 Ahmed Qahtan

39 Mahfouz Al-Qarn

40 Hisham Ramadah

41 Abdullah Al-Habari

42 Jameel Ahmad Mulhi

43 Mohsen Mohammed Mohsen Al-Askari

44 Osam Al-Dheeb

45 | Majid Abdullah Sanad
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( AL-QAEDA AFFILIATED LEADERS

Terrorist leaders coordinating with the Houthis:

CO R N

1 Saif al-Adel The org.a\mza’flon s effective leader in Yemen
and resident in Iran
2 Khalid Muhammad Salah EI-Din Zidan Mediator between al-Qaeda and Iran
3 Ammar Saleh Mohammed Banan (Abu Leader in Shabwa, killed in a US airstrike in
Saleh al-Dayouli) 2025
4 Saqr Saleh Mohammed Banan gl Jlac (Gréd
5 Harith Lutf Al-Ezzi A former Emir in Taiz
6 Raed Saud Hassan (Abu al-Zarqawi) Aleader in Marib
7 Abu al-Qaqa (Ahmed Hussein al-Riyami) Intelligence coordinator with the Houthis
8 Bujali al-Ahdal (Abu al-Haija al-Hadidi) Al-Qaeda Emir in Shabwa
9 Jamal al-Badawi The mastermind behind the USS Cole bombing
10 | Arif Mujali Accu-sed of attfemptlng to assassinate former
President Hadi
n Maher Al-Rumaim Emir of the Arhab Cell
| EEE AR el eSOl Accused of assassinations
Hussein Al-Aqili
Abu Saleh, Abu Khalid Al-Dayani, Ali . .
13 Nasr Al-Masawi Received drones and logistical support
14 | Abdullah Mohammed Al-Masoudi Received support during the Abyan battles
. . Coordinated the handover of sites to the
15 | Sheikh Majid Ail Al-Dhahab Houthis in Al-Baydha
16 | Mousa Hamad Daleel Al-Hateki Transft.-:rred ’fo Sanaa for treatment under
Houthi auspices
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The coordination network between
the Houthis and Al-Qaeda

COC R N

Abdul Karim al-Houthi

Minister of Interior (Jihadi Office)

&

2 Mohammed Abdul Malik al-Ghamri Chief of Staff of the Houthis (Jihadi Office)

3 Abdul Hakim Al-Khaiwani Head of the Security and Intelligence Service

4 Al-Hassan Al-Marani First Deputy Head of the Secur.lty and Intelli-
gence Service for Internal Affairs

5 Abu Hamza Al-Mahdhar Head of the Southern Governorates File

6 e G I-!ead of D‘epartment 30 for Takfiri Organiza-
tions Affairs

7 Khaled Mada’is Coordinating Officer

8 Abdullah Al-Walidi Coordinating Officer

9 Abdulsalam Abu Talib Head of Department 30, Rehabilitation and
Reform

10 | Raed Mohtam Heafi of the Security and Intelligence Branch in
Marib Governorate

1 Sami Abu Talib He.ad of the Security and Intelligence Branch in
Taiz Governorate

. . Head of the Security and Intelligence Branch in

12| HaniAl-Wajeeh Al Baydha Governorate

13 | AbuJubran Tu'aiman Head of the Security and Intelligence Branch in
Shabwa Governorate

14 | Mukhtar Al-Wahishi Head of the Security and Intelligence Branch in

B Security Council report on the Houthis' relationship with Al-Qaeda
B Report of the Panel of Experts on Yemen

B Special confidential sources

Ib Governorate



