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Iran-backed Houthis Repurpose 20 Foreign Embassies in Sanaa into Militarized Infrastructure
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The Iran-backed Houthis have repurposed 20 diplomatic compounds in Yemen's Sanaa,—formerly housing foreign embassies—,

into hubs for military operations, arms stockpiling, and operational command centers; a move condemned as a grave breach

of international law.

The actions, described as potential war crimes, contravene key provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic

Relations (1961) and the Geneva Conventions, sparking calls for accountability before the International Criminal Court (ICC).

This report documents how these premises have been used for unlawful purposes, in violation of the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations (1961), which prohibits targeting diplomatic facilities and obligates their protection even during conflicts.
Similarly, the Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocols mandate the protection of civilian infrastructure, including diplomatic
missions.

The report relies on multiple sources, including:
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Headquarters for Houthi “Rescue Forces”; residence for Deputy Interior

| Minister (ex-Rescue Forces commander).
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Qatari Embassy
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Used as a storage facility for weapons and ammunition for the Rescue Forces and

as a meeting place for Houthi leadership. The use of diplomatic premises to store
I_ammunition endangers local residents and violates the Vienna Convention.
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Japanese Embassy
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Used as a storage site for large sums of money belonging to the Houthi security and intelligence apparatus, estimated

at one billion dollars, along with substantial amounts in Saudi currency. This confirms the embassy’s role as a covert
I financial hub for an illegal financing network run by the militia.
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Saudi Embassy
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Used as a residence for prominent Houthi leaders such as Saleh Mohammed Dubaysh and Yasser Saleh

Al-Sha'er. One of its buildings houses a drone manufacturing workshop. A large solar power system was

I recently installed in the embassy compound to power the workshop.
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Emirati Embassy
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Key architectural landmarks of the embassy were demolished.
| Constructed a dedicated storage facility for drone/missile fuel.
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| Jordanian Embassy |
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Used as a command and control center for Central Security Forces, a residence
for Houthi leaders, an information center supervised by police intelligence,
Iild a facility linked to the Ministry of Interior.
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Libyan Embassy
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Used as a command and control center for Central Security Forces and a residence for Houthi leaders. It is also used to store

weapons seized from Central Security, reflecting the Houthis’ reliance on embassies as military logistical hubs.
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French Embassy
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Used as a residence for Houthi leader Yahya Qasim Abu Awadha, an ideologue of the group.

This highlights the Houthis’ appropriation of diplomatic premises for personal and military purposes.
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Russian Embassy
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Functions as a meeting and coordination center for senior Houthi leadership,

serving as a platform for high-level meetings shielded from military targeting.
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Kuwaiti Embassy
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Used as a residence for Houthi leader Abdul Majeed Al-Murtadha, Deputy Interior Minister of

I the Houthi government, underscoring their control over diplomatic infrastructure.
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Chinese Embassy
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Operates as an intelligence center overseen by Houthi Intelligence Chief Abu Ali Al-Hakem,

Iﬂdicating organized espionage activities under diplomatic cover.
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Iraqi Embassy
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Serves as a communications and operations hub for the “Iranian Axis,” pointing to the Houthis’

I integration into an Iran-backed regional network to bolster military and intelligence influence.
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Omani Embassy
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Used as a base for an unidentified Houthi leader, with suspected activity linked to covert operations

I or regional coordination.
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Ethiopian Embassy
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Previously housed Houthi leader Mohammed Nasser Al-Atifi,emphasizing the g“roup’s strateéy
Ilfexploiting diplomatic compounds for their own ends.
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American Embassy
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Used as a storage site for weapons and armored vehicles, and as a camouflage location to transport

I Houthi leaders during airstrikes. This strategic misuse risks making it a military target.
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German Embassy
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Functions as a headquarters for the Houthi Facilities Management Unit, reflecting

Eeir exploitation of all available resources.
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Dutch Embassy
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Occupied by elements of the Houthi Preventive Security, confirming the militarization
of diplomatic sites.
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Used to store looted assets from humanitarian organizations, illustrating the Houthis’
I_misuse of aid for their interests.
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Malaysian Embassy

ot
Serves as an operations base and residence for security and
military leaders.
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Djiboutian Embassy
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Used as an investigations headquarters, residence for security
|Eaders, and meeting site.
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1- Violation of International Law:
The Houthis’ use of diplomatic embassies constitutes a breach of the Vienna Convention on

I Diplomatic Relations.
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2- Militarization of Embassies:
Ebassies are exploited for military purposes, including weapon storage, command centers,
md intelligence operations.
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3- Financial and Administrative Exploitation:
Diplomatic missions are misused for financial gain and administrative control, such as storing

looted funds and seizing humanitarian organizations’ assets.
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4- Expansion of Iranian Influence:
Some embassies are transformed into operational hubs serving the Iranian-aligned

I axis in the region.
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