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Continuing the first report (Houthi expansion in the Horn of African), in which the Plat-
form for Tracking Organized Crime and Money Laundering in Yemen (P.T.0.C) revealed the
dangerous Houthi activity in the Horn of African, in the second part of the report reveals
secret information being published for the first time regarding the smuggling of Iran-
backed Houthi militia weapons from the Horn of African to Yemen and vice versa, human

trafficking, and who is in charge.

The report titled (Arms and Fighters Smuggling) talks about how the Houthi militia heav-
ily relies on smuggling weapons across the Red Sea, through smugglers and African ma-
fias, under the supervision of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard. The weapons are deliv-
ered to a number of countries bordering the Red Sea (Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Sudan)

before being assembled and delivered to the Houthis through the port of Hodeidah.

The platform strengthens its report with documents and detailed information that re-
vealed the existence of a wide network for smuggling weapons to some African countries
through Hodeidah after they arrived from Iran, with the aim of supplying its intelligence

elements in those countries.

According to intelligence sources, those who carry out this activity are a number of per-
sons within a large network led by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard within the Houthi ex-
pansion cell in the Horn of African, under the leadership of Abdulwahed Abu Ras and the
security and intelligence apparatus and the Houthi jihadist office that diversifies sources
of weapons to the Houthis, and works on obtaining weapons from India and Pakistan,
and then smuggles them to the Houthis in Yemen.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The report identifies a list of arms dealers who are involved in re-smuggling weapons
from Sudan to Yemen by transporting them to Eritrean islands. The smugglers then
transport the weapons from the Eritrean islands across the sea to Hodeidah, and from
there they are transported to the Houthis.

The report reveals that weapons are being purchased from various African regions,
including Eritrea, especially the weapons used by its owners during the liberation wars
with Ethiopia, in addition to what is being sent by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard (IRGC)
to that region with the aim of re-sending it to the Houthis in Yemen. Smuggling routes
pass through the coasts of the sea in Eritrea and directly across the sea to the province
of Hodeidah, which is controlled by the Houthis.

The (P.T.0.C) platform has obtained information confirming Sudan's involvement in arms

smuggling to Ethiopia and Eritrea, and then to Yemen.

Weapons are smuggled from South Sudan to areas bordering North Sudan, then shipped

to Wadi Al-Qadharef, and then to Taklai coasts in northern Eritrea, and finally ended up

in the Yemeni coasts. I
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Iran continues to supply the Houthis in Yemen with various types of weapons, especially
since the outbreak of the war in late March 2015, in order to prolong the war and
undermine security and stability in Yemen and the region. The smuggling of weapons to
the Houthis via the sea has increased against the backdrop of the war waged by Israel
against Gaza since October 7th, with Iran supplying the Houthis with ballistic missiles,
drones, and unmanned aerial vehicles to target international navigation in the Red Sea

since November 19th.

Tehran's support for the Houthis and their supply of weapons constitutes a violation of
relevant Security Council resolutions, especially resolution 2624 (2022) under Chapter
VII, which condemns the continued supply of weapons and components to Yemen as a
violation of the arms embargo established under paragraph 14 of resolution 2216 (2015)

as a serious threat to peace and stability in Yemen and the region.

The UN resolution urges all member states to respect and implement their obligations
to prevent the supply, sale, or transfer of weapons and related equipment of all kinds,
directly or indirectly, to entities and individuals listed in the sanctions list and those

acting on their behalf or at their direction in Yemen.

The US said that Iran supplied the Houthis with weapons used in the recent attacks on

commercial ships and US military vessels in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.

The US Central Command said that the search of the sailboat detained since January 11 off
the coast of Somalia revealed what is believed to be advanced Iranian-made conventional
weapons, including "key components for medium-range ballistic missiles and anti-ship

cruise missiles" such as warheads and propulsion and guidance components.
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On Aug. 8, 2024, the United States announced charges against two Iranian nationals,
brothers Shahab Mir'kazei and Yunus Mir'kazei, and one Pakistani national, Muhammad
Pahlawan, for smuggling Iranian weapons. The two brothers allegedly worked for Iran’s

Revolutionary Guards.

Pahlawan captained a dhow, a small ship, owned by Shahab, that transported Iranian
weapons on multiple voyages. The ship was interdicted by U.S. forces, including Navy
SEALs and members of the Coast Guard, off the coast of Somalia on Jan. 11, 2024. During
the operation, two NAVY SEALs were killed. The weapons found included components of
ballistic and cruise missiles like the weapons used by the Houthis to attack U.S. warships

and commercial shipping.

Pahlawan and three of his crew members have been in custody since the U.S. interdiction.
Inaddition to the weapons proliferation charges, he was charged with providing materially

false information to U.S. Coast Guard officers. The Mir'kazei brothers remained at large.

Iran is delivering weapons to smuggling elements affiliated with the Houthis in the
waters of Iran, 20 miles from Larak Island, for the purpose of delivering them to the
Houthis. The weapons are loaded onto large dhows with a capacity of 20 tons, made
in Oman, or on board large boats with a capacity of 200 tons. According to sources, all

sailors hold Yemeni nationality.
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

Main ports used for smuggling weapons to the Houthis:

1. Bandar Abbas Port: Bandar Abbas port in Iran is considered one of the most

important ports used for smuggling weapons to the Houthis.

2. Jask Port: The Iranian port located in the Sea of Oman is also used as a launching

point for arms smuggling operations.

Arms smuggling routes used by Houthis:
The first route: from Iran to the coasts of Yemen's Mahrah.
It depends on the size of the boat or dhow and is explained as follows:

The large boat: carrying a load of 200 to 300 tons, moves directly from Iran using the
shipping route passing 15 nautical miles off the tip of Oman, then follows the same path

until reaching its destination.

P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.O.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

Medium-sized boat: with a capacity of 20 tons, the boat is received 20 miles away from
the Iranian island of Larak. It then sets off along the Iranian territories until reaching the
front of the Omani Sahar region on the opposite side. The boat then transitions to the

area adjacent to Oman and passes within 10 nautical miles of the coast. The route is
maintained until reaching the shores of Mahrah Governorate (The route has been marked
on the map).
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carrying 7 to 10 tons, weapons shipments are received from the sea near
the Omani island of Halaniyat, then depart to the coasts of Al-Mahra Governorate, and
the weapons are delivered in the area of Khalfut or Yarib (the route is marked on the

map).
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The first route is as shown in the diagram below.
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

The Second Route: From Somalia and Djibouti to Yemen's Hodeidah.

Houthis use their designated shipment collection points for shipments arriving from
abroad, which are the ports of Berbera and Djibouti. The shipments are received and
loaded onto trucks and then moved to the Bab el Mandeb strait, where the route is about

8 nautical miles east of Hanish Island. (It is marked on the map).
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

The elements of the Houthi smuggling use the following methods of camouflage and
concealment:

1. A green or blue tarpaulin cover is used to cover the cargo on board the ship
during the daytime.

2. A reconnaissance dhow advances on the armed loaded boat by a distance of
approximately 15 nautical miles, in order to report if there are naval patrols.

3. Passing at night with the lights off, which makes it easier for them to pass
without being seen by naval patrols.

4. Theappropriate timeis used for the passage, knowing that the passage is made
from the Bab el Mandeb after sunset directly, and moving along the Yemeni coast 10
miles offshore until reaching the Houthi-controlled areas at dawn.

Intelligence sources indicate that weapons are being shipped from Iran to countries

in East Asia, and from there to Yemen. Iranian smugglers use this method because
there is less scrutiny on goods coming from East Asia to Yemeni ports. Sources say
that smuggling through Oman to Mahra governorate is one of the main routes.
Smugglers also use the port of Djibouti to bring in contraband goods under the guise

of fake company names. After the ships arrive and the containers are received, they
are manipulated in coordination with the smugglers owning the cranes and forklifts,
to unload and smuggle them to the Yemeni coasts. According to sources, the area of
Zeila near the border with Djibouti is considered one of the most important locations
where arms reach.

YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN P.T.O0.C YEMEN
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

THE SECOND ROUTE IS AS SHOWN IN THE DIAGRAM BELOW.
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Djibouti Dodges Scrutiny

Djibouti has been linked to malign actors like Iran and the Houthis, and has faced
allegations of involvement in various grey and black market activities, including money
laundering, illicit finance, oil smuggling, and weapons trafficking. These issues must be
urgently addressed in the interest of regional stability and Djibouti needs to undertake
serious reform efforts to overhaul its economic model, strengthen its sanctions and
enforcement, shore up financial oversight, and enhance collaboration and cooperation
with neighboring states.

The material assistance provided by Djibouti-based entities to the Houthis undermines
its purported neutrality and ostensible efforts to promote peace, as outlined by the
UN Monitoring Group. This includes a Djiboutian company shipping 40,000 electric
detonators in August 2020, which were later discovered for sale on the black market in
Houthi-controlled regions. In March 2021, the same Djibouti entity was apprehended
by the Yemeni government while transporting 225 tons of chemical substances used
in manufacturing explosives and missiles. On June 16, 2024, The Wall Street Journal
reported that the Houthi rebels had established a new route through Djibouti, utilizing
civilian vessels to transport arms from Iranian ports.

In addition, the Djibouti government also refused entry to a British MP who had criticized
China's policies at Beijing's request. Moreover, the Djibouti government has refused to
condemn the Houthi attacks on maritime traffic since Oct. 7 and allowed Iranian spy
ships to dock at China’s military base, potentially providing crucial intel to the Houthis as
they carry out attacks on shipping.

Djibouti's foreign minister, Mohammed Ali Youssouf, has even gone so far as to declare
his support for the Houthis as they carry out attacks on maritime traffic in the Red Sea
and Bab el-Mandeb, justifying them as "legitimate relief for the Palestinians" amid
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the devastating warin Gaza. However, his position was perplexing given that the closure of
the Bab el-Mandeb would cripple Djibouti's economy and that of other African countries,
even as he sought to be elected chairman of the African Union. According to an interview
with the head of Djibouti Ports and Free Zone, Aboubaker Omar Hadi, conducted by
Bloomberg, Djibouti has benefitted from the chaos in the southern Red Sea. "We are
doing good business because of the bad luck of others," he remarked, undercutting the
perception that Djibouti has been an indirect victim of the Houthi attacks on maritime
trade.

The need for serious reforms is clear; Djibouti should become a dependable partner
in the Horn of Africa region, instead of a liability that exacerbates chaos, conflict, and
instability in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. Firstly, sanctions and enforcement against
the Houthis in Yemen should be reformed by investigating and monitoring Djibouti
vessels; international shipping lines like CMGA, Maersk, and PIL; Chinese shipping
lines; and flag-of-convenience states that have facilitated the delivery of commercial
goods to Houthi-controlled ports since 2023. Secondly, UNVIM needs to be completely
overhauled. Although it has been suspended since February 2023 due to the increase in
prohibited cargo reaching Houthi-controlled ports, it wasirrelevant well before that due to
funding and human capacity constraints. It proved ineffective as any state actor carrying
prohibited cargo heading to Houthi-controlled ports could intentionally avoid requesting
UNVIM inspection to dodge sanctions. In a particularly egregious example, on June 30,
2024, a Russian-flagged vessel carrying grain from the sanctioned terminal in Russian-
occupied Crimea received clearance from a UN inspection in Djibouti to proceed to the
Houthi-controlled port of Saleef. UNVIM needs to be totally reformed and an advanced
automated inspection cargo profiling system introduced, but first and foremost it must
be moved out of Djibouti and to Saudi Arabia or an area under the control of the Yemen
government.



Lidaysl @b pigal

Weapon landing zones from the large boat to the small dhows:

An area located in the Arabian Sea near the Omani island of Halaniyat, 20

nautical miles southwest of the island (It is marked on the map).
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

2. Aarea located off the coast of Somalia in the Zeila region.

3. The port of Berbera in Somalia is where supplies and other materials are
unloaded, transported from Iran to the port, and then transferred on small rafts to
Hodeidah to be delivered to the Houthi militias (It is marked on the map).
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

2. An area located off the coast west of Ras Isa, approximately 5 miles from the
small island of Al-'Osha. The boat anchors in the sea at night and the weapons are
unloaded onto small rafts, which are then used to transport the weapons to Ras Isa

(It is marked on the map).
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Medium-sized boat pick-up points (Omani-made):

The pick-up point is located offshore in Iranian waters, 20 miles from Larak

Island in Iran (as marked on the map).
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The point of picking-up the boat loaded with weapons in the Arabian Sea is
located 15 miles off the Omani coast, and the receipt is done according to the agreed-
upon coordinates by both smuggling parties (as marked on the map).
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Weapon landing areas on the Yemeni coasts:

A point located on the coast of Mahrah governorate, which is Khawr Khalafut,
located north of the port of Nishtun, where the weapons are delivered to individuals
who are known to be working for the Houthis, who then unload and load them onto
trucks or trailers and smuggle them to Sanaa by land (the area has been identified on
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A Point located on the coasts of Mahrah Governorate, which is (Yarib or Horot),
is located in the middle between Ghaydha and Nishtun, where the boat is delivered
to individuals working for the Houthis who in turn unload and load it onto trucks or

trailers and transport it to Sanaa by land (the area has been identified on the map).
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS FROM IRAN TO HOUTHIS IN YEMEN

3. Main drop points located in Ras Isa, where there is an iron dock for unloading

weapons. The area supervisor is Almutawakel, who is responsible for unloading all

smuggled Houthi materials, including weapons at this dock (marked on the map).
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Hadhramout province is considered one of the main smuggling routes for Iranian
weapons, whether they come through land borders from Oman, by sea from the coasts
of Oman and neighboring Mahrah, by sea from the coasts of Somalia and Djibouti, or

those that are shipped to small boats through transshipment at sea.

Smuggling operations along the coasts of Shabwa decreased after being liberated
from the Houthis. Limited shipments were often smuggled through two ports where
individuals would receive and smuggle them to the militia in the northwestern outskirts
of the province before being liberated. Afterwards, they would take responsibility for

delivering them to their final destination.

Upon the arrival of the weapons shipment to the Yemeni shores, they are transferred
to secret warehouses nearby to begin the smuggling process in batches, aboard trucks
and commercial cargo vehicles until they reach the Houthi-controlled areas in Sanaa and

Saada.

As for weapons shipments arriving at Omani ports, they are either shipped and smuggled
through the land border crossings between Yemen and Oman, or transported on fishing
boats and dispersed in the ports of Mahra and Hadramout, before the smuggling phase

begins using the mentioned method.

According to the sources, Iranians are the ones responsible for smuggling weapons
shipments in the initial maritime stage, while Houthi leaders from Saada province are
responsible for receiving them in the final stage near the coast of Yemen. They are also

in charge of smuggling them inland within Yemeni provinces.
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ELEMENTS OF ARMS SMUGGLING TO THE HOUTHI MILITIAS

Prominent Iranian leaders:

Abdul Reza Shahla'i stands out as a key financier and leader in Yemen, and one of

the Iranian officials responsible for smuggling weapons into Yemen. He was a target of
an unsuccessful American drone strike. Shahla'i is one of the prominent Iranian military
leaders in Yemen, and is one of the prominent leaders of the (Quds Force), the armed wing

of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, which supports Iran's expansionist project in

the region through backing sectarian militias in Iraqg, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen.
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The list of Yemeni individuals includes:

Ibraheem Hassan Halwan (AKA, Abu Khalil, 28 years): He is from Saada
Governorate, and works in transporting weapons from Iran to the open sea and
delivers them to other people and has a wide network of smugglers.

Ahmed Mohammed Halas, 40: He is from Hodeidah Governorate, and runs a
network to smuggle weapons for the Houthis, including:

1. Faez Massas, 30;
2. Abdul Malik Shaabi Mashouli, works as a sailor;
3. Mohammed Abdo Mashouli, works as a sailor:

4. Abdul Aziz Mohammed Qaid, works in receiving the shipments carrying
weapons and smuggled and prohibited goods belonging to Ahmed Halas from the
open sea to the landing areas;

5. Qaid Mohammed Qaid, works in receiving the shipments carrying
weapons and smuggled materials.

Mohammed Al-Halhali, 40, resides in Habra area of Sanaa. He travels to
some provinces and has several boats and a group of sailors who work on receiving
shipments of weapons belonging to the Houthis from large rafts and transporting
them through the boats to the coast of Mahrah in preparation for smuggling them by
land.
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ELEMENTS OF ARMS SMUGGLING TO THE HOUTHI MILITIAS

Names of sailors:

. Yahya Salem Bar, 40.

. Asem Thabet Bar, 28.

. Saeed Noman Hanjala.

. Fadhl Thabet Bar.

. Sami Thabet Bar.

. Abdul Kareem Thabet Zaeim, 38.

. Mohammed Ali Mohammed Yahya Abkar, 40.

. Abdul Salam Abdullah Yahya Abkar;

© 0 N O OO b WO N A

. Waheeb Mohammed Mohammed Ahmed Saleh
Bar.

10. Salem Moatari.

11. Mujahed Mohammed Ahmed Al-Halhali.
12. Ghazi Abdullah Mohammed Al-Halhali;
13. Ibraheem Hassan Zuwair.

14.. Ali Qasim Hanjala.

15. Abdullah Mansour: He receives arms shipments
arriving from Iran in Khalafout area and smuggles
them to the Houthis in Sanaa by land.
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Between 2015 and 2024, the United States and its partners intercepted at least 20
Iranian smuggling ships, seized components for ballistic and cruise missiles, air-to-
ground missiles, anti-tank guided missiles, drones, and other illegal weapons destined
for the Houthis.

In a report issued last July entitled "Seizure at Sea: Iranian Weapons Smuggled to the
Houthis,’, the US Defense Intelligence Agency presented visual evidence that the weapons
and its components intercepted while being transported to the Houthis on January 11
and 28 of last year were of Iranian origin, indicating Iran's empowerment of the Houthi
offensive campaign against commercial shipping in the Red Sea. Various components for
different missiles were seized, and after further analysis, it was found that they shared
almost identical characteristics with Iranian missile systems.

The Defense Intelligence Agency estimates that the Houthis have used weapons provided

to them by Iran to carry out over 100 land and sea attacks across the Middle East, the
Red Sea, and the Gulf of Aden.
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS TO THE HOUTHIS VIA THE RED SEA

The Houthis heavily rely on smuggling weapons across the Red Sea, through smugglers

and African mafias, under the supervision of the (IRGC). The weapons are then transported
to a number of countries bordering the Red Sea before being assembled and delivered to
the Houthis. These countries include:

First: Eritrea

I Weapons are purchased from various areas in Eritrea, they are used weapons
that were acquired by their owners during the liberation wars with Ethiopia, in addition
to what is being sent from the (IRGC) to that region with the aim of re-sending it to

the Houthis in Yemen.

™ Smuggling routes are carried out through the coasts of the sea in Eritrea and

directly across the sea to the province of Hodeidah, which is controlled by the Houthis.

P.T.O0.C YEMEN




Lusdl @b cpligall

How is it done:

Smuggling methods vary, and weapons and ammunition are smuggled from Eritrean
coasts on board large, medium, and even small fishing boats, due to the short distance

between Eritrean coasts and the northern coasts of Yemen.

Launching points for smuggling weapons from Eritrean coasts to Yemeni coasts:
1. Sanda Coast north of Assab.

2. Bara Soli Coast north of Assab.
3. Addi Coast north of Assab.

4. Krom Coast north of Assab.

5. Dahita Coast south of Massawa.
6. Lamita Coast south of Massawa.
7. Jarbis Coast south of Massawa.
8. Shabror Coastsouth of Massawa.

9. Tiwa Coast, also called Taiwa,

south of Massawa.
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS TO THE HOUTHIS VIA THE RED SEA

How is it done:

‘ Some of the Eritrean Dahlak Islands:

‘ Salail Al-Anbar Island.
‘ Harmal or Harma Island.

. Dofneen or Dafnon Island.

These points represent the mostiimportantisiands that smugglers use and resort to
When arranging to smuggle weapons and ammunition to the northern Yemeni coasts.
Also, waiting'is done to scan the route, and weapons are transported from one boat to

another.
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According to a confidential document obtained
by the Platform, it reveals the involvement of
Abraham lIsaias, the son of Eritrean President
Isaias Afwerki, in arms smuggling activities
to the Houthi group in Yemen. The document,
issued by Hassan Al-Kahalani, deputy director
of the security and intelligence sector for
external operations, talks about a meeting
with Abraham lIsaias to agree on deals for
equipment, purchasingthem, and transporting
them to Hodeidah.

Sources say that Abraham played a key role in
purchasing military equipment from Chinaand

F
|

other countries, and then shipping them to the

Houthis. These activities directly contribute to
supporting the Houthi war effort in Yemen,
which further fuels the conflict there.

Thisinvolvementis part of abroader pattern of
military and economic relationships between
Eritrean parties and the Houthis, as well as
otheractive parties, including countries known
for supplying weapons in regional conflicts.
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SMUGGLING WEAPONS TO THE HOUTHIS VIA THE RED SEA
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SUDAN.. A NEW ROUTE

The (P.1.0.C) platform for tracking organized crime and money laundering in Yemen has
obtained information confirming Sudan's involvement in arms smuggling to Ethiopia and
Eritrea, and then to Yemen.

Weapons are smuggled from South Sudan to areas bordering North Sudan, then shipped
to Wadi Al-Qadharef, and then to Taklai coasts in northern Eritrea, and finally ended up
in the Yemeni coasts.

The coast of Taklay is located north of Massawa near the southeastern border of Sudan.
While the coast of Nagfais located north of Massawa. The coast of Ras Ubaidah is located
on the border with Sudan on the Red Sea.

The Arab Rashaida tribes engage in smuggling from these areas, as they inhabit these
barren areas and live off of smuggling.
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HOW DO WEAPONS END UP IN THE HANDS OF HOUTHIS?

Weapons reach the Houthis via large boxes and sea

boats, which are miniature ships used to smuggle
weapons primarily from Iran across the seas to the
Somali coast. The smuggling process then continues
through the Somali territorial waters and then into
Djiboutian territorial waters, crossing the Bab el
Mandeb strait from the western coast, specifically the
coast of Djibouti, sailing into Eritrean territorial waters
after passing through the Bab el Mandeb strait near
Jabal Sian and Jabal Menhali and Ras Ghulbah. They
continue east past the Mokor Reef towards Jabal
San'abor, an island in the sea belonging to Eritrea,
sailing until they reach Senda'a, Bura'a Suli, or Ras
Krom, before starting the smuggling process towards
the northern Yemeni coast.

The (PT.0.C) platform has obtained information
indicating that the Iranian Revolutionary Guard
diversifies sources of weapons to the Houthis, and
works on acquiring weapons from India and Pakistan,
and then smuggling them to the Houthis in Yemen.

According to platform sources, the Houthi group has
supplied Al-Shabaab movement in Somalia with more
than twenty thousand such weapons and a number
of training elements in order to create disturbances in
the Red Sea during the upcoming period as part of a
secret deal between Al-Qaeda and Houthis.
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HOW DO WEAPONS END UP IN THE HANDS OF HOUTHIS?

THE MOST IMPORTANT AREAS FOR SMUGGLING THIS TYPE OF WEAPONS AND
AMMUNITION ARE THROUGH THE FOLLOWING YEMENI COASTS:

Luhaya Coast (drop zone);
Al-Khobah Coast (drop zone);
Ibn Abbas Coast (drop zone);
Al-Saleef harbors;

Al-Arej harbor;

Al-Hamra harbor;

AGESELTED

Jubanah harbor.

Munayrah

Az -Zaydiyah

o
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WEAPONS TRAFFICKING NETWORKS

.T.0.C.
YEMEN
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The (P.T.0.C) platform has obtained information about
a wide network smuggling weapons to some African

countries through the port of Hodeidah after arriving

from Iran, with the aim of supplying its intelligence

operatives in those countries.

It is carried out by a number of individuals within a wide

network led by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard.
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The (P.T.0.C) platform obtained their names through confidential Houthi records:

1. Maher Ibraheem Ali Mohammed Sayqal
(AKA, Abu Jabr):

He is from Luhaya area of Al-Hodeidah. He
works in the field of fishing and works in the
Eritrean islands. He has chicken, cow and
calf farms in partnership with the Houthi
leader Qasim Hajar;

2. Nader Abu Bakr Ibraheem Haimid:

He is from Luhaya area of Hodeidah. He
has vipers and drivers who work on them
and move them across the Red Sea to the
Eritrean Islands;

3- Mohammed Ahmed Saleh Hujira:

From Dhamar Governorate. Works in
selling, buying and smuggling weapons.
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The activities assigned to the network:

Smuggling and trafficking of light weapons of all kinds from Yemen to Sudan
and Eritrea, and vice versa, as well as bringing weapons from Somalia and Eritrea
into Yemen.

Buying all types of light weapons from arms dealers to be transported and
smuggled across the sea to Eritrean islands and from there to Sudan and some
African countries.

Buying scorched weapons, cleaning and repairing them, then smuggling and
selling them in some countries of the Horn of Africa for the benefit of the Houthis.

Using safe smuggling routes across the sea in coordination with a group of
individuals affiliated with the naval forces of the Houthi militia.

Smugglers at sea use communication devices (satellite phones) and some Sudanese and
Eritrean SIM cards to communicate with each other after crossing several miles at sea.

This network also manufactures defective and ineffective ammunition during
use and trades it in the black market in areas of conflict in order to undermine their

enemies in battles, and they are sold at cheap prices.
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WEAPONS TRAFFICKING NETWORKS

W Forming elements and groups that are highly active in the transportation and

smuggling of weapons. There are four groups, each with specific tasks, which can be

clarified as follows:

Missions of the first group:

They are called the smugglers group, and they are present in Lahj and in the areas of
Najd Quseim and Al-Misrakh in Taiz Governorate, as well as in Saada and Hajah.

The mission of this group is to receive weapons from arms dealers and transport them
on buses, vehicles, or trucks to the city of Hodeidah.

Its mission also includes transporting part of the weapons and collecting them in Najd
Quseim and Al-Misrakh in Taiz, then transporting them to Luhaya of Hodeidah, so that
the second group can smuggle them by sea to the Eritrean islands.

ST

Members of the first group:

Ameen Taher Abdul Wahed Yafrus Al-Ajoumi;
Mahfouz Saleh Saeed Saleh Al-Haig;i;

Abdul Fattah Ahmed Abdu Nasr Al-Wasabi;
Raed Abdul Aziz Fadhl Saleh Aoun;

Saif Haidara Al-Suweidi;

Shukri Mohammed Abdul Salam;

Azeez Ahmed Salem Al-Khaiba;

Abdullah Abdu Masoud Morshid;

Abdullah Abdu Hashem Al-Qara'ma......
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Missions of the second group:

The members of this group are Houthis who are present in Hodeidah and work in the

naval forces.

The mission of this group is to identify safe maritime routes for the second group while
transporting weapons from the Eritrean islands to Hodeidah, in addition to receiving the
weapons from the second group and transporting them to safe locations to facilitate

their receipt and transportation by the fourth group.

Among the tasks is sorting and counting the quantity and type of weapons, and lifting
the total number of pieces and notifying the person in charge, called Abu Ahmad, of the
results of the inventory, the quantity and type of weapons, in the form of numbers only
without specifying or clarifying the name of each piece. Therefore, Abu Ahmad notifies
the first group of the quantity and type of weapons that have arrived, and their number,

to be reviewed in case of any shortage.

This group is also responsible for wrapping the weapons in plastic bags in order to
prepare them until they are notified of the movement of the fourth group to receive
them and smuggle them using a small group.

Sometimes, this group relies on specific locations for transferring weapons to, such as
Kilometer 16, Al Marawiah, or Bajel, which are areas in Hodeidah governorate. If the
roads are closed or security measures are tightened, they may also choose to keep the
weapons in certain compounds within the city until safe transportation routes can be

determined.
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Members of the second group:

Akl plaul g Aiad) &y i il

Captain/ Ibraheem Mohammed Mishaal Siddeeq Abkar Abdullah Siddeeq:

Ahmed Hajouri (Abu Mohammed Al-Tihami):
Houthi naval forces;

Officer in the Houthi naval forces;

sl L) At &y ) gl

Ibraheem Mohammed Ali Abdullah Arjash Akram Ahmed Siddeeq Suqa (Abu Zainab):

(Abu Ali):
Houthi naval forces;

Financial officer in the Houthi naval forces;

Al i) g Al A ] gl

Mazen Abdullah Mansour Abdullah Arjash:
Houthi naval forces.



Oulildallg daluwdl cuym’ Lisgsl @b @dgall uilill gjall

YEMEN

WEAPONS TRAFFICKING NETWORKS
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Missions of the third group:

Members of this group are Yemeni fishermen who are present in the Eritrean islands for

the purpose of fishing.

The mission of this group is to transport weapons from Luhayah areain Hodeidah through

the sea on board their boats and dhows and smuggle them to the Eritrean islands.

Members of the third group:

Maher Ibraheem Ali Mohammed Al-Saygal (Abu Jabr): One of the fishermen
working in the Eritrean islands, he has a collection of boats and dhows, and has a
group of fishermen who work and travel with him across the sea to the Eritrean

islands;

Nader Abu Bakr Ibrahim Haymeid: He has boats, dhows, and drivers crossing
the sea from Khokha to the Eritrean islands. The aforementioned and Maher Al-

Saygal are considered active members in smuggling weapons to Sudan and Eritrea;

Mohammed bin Ayedh;

Mohammed Ahmad Ali Hadi Al-Shamdhi (Abu Ali): Hi is an arms dealer based
in Abs of Hajah.
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WEAPONS TRAFFICKING NETWORKS

Missions of the fourth group:
This group is distributed and presentin (Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea and the Eritrean Islands).

The group's mission is to receive the quantities of weapons arriving in Eritrean islands,
distribute and transport them to and from Yemen, and work on investing in selling
weapons to supporting parties in the Horn of Africa and regional countries, supplying
wills to the Houthis through smuggling and selling arms trade.

Sites where weapons are placed after being transferred from arm dealers:

1. Hodeidah Governorate (Hodeidah City, next to Al-Amal Hospital - Kilo16 - Al-
Shuhada neighborhood - Bajel - Al-Marawa'a);

2.  Taiz Governorate (Najd Qusaim Al-Misrakh area - Mawiah).

AllMarawiah
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Members of the fourth group:

Mohammed Ahmed Saleh Hujaira: He works as an arm dealer based in
Dhamar. He is active in weapons smuggling, manages a number of smugglers, and
is associated with a number of arms dealers. He obtains quantities of weapons from
dealers and transports them to Hodeidah and smuggles them by sea in coordination
with Maher Ibraheem Ali Mohammed Al-Saigal), who is one of the fishermen working
in the Eritrean islands under the name of the Dried Sea Cucumber Fish Company;

Hassan Hamid Hussein Ali Juman: An arm dealer based in Dhamar;

Mohammed Ahmed Ali Al-Shamdi (Abu Ali): From Hajah and works as an arm
dealer based in Abs;

Aboud Hadi Saleh Hadi Al-Nahdi: An arm dealer based in Saada;
Ahmed Ghaleb Abu Maska: An arm dealer based in Saada;
Obaid Ahmed Mohammed Saad Al-Awad;

Abu Abdullah: From Saada (Sahar), works as an arm dealer and owns a weapons
lathe shop in the Amran roundabout in Sanaa;

Mohammed Ibraheem Al-Haddad: An arm dealer based in Dhamar;

Fadhl Ali bin Ali Abdo Al-Qashmi (Abu Ali): An arm dealer based in Dhamatr.
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ARMS DEALERS
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The pace of human trafficking and weapons smuggling from countries in the Horn of
Africa to Yemen has increased against the backdrop of tensions in the Red Sea and the
attacks launched by the Houthi militia against commercial ships in the Red Sea and
Arabian Sea since November 19 last year in order to disrupt international trade and

shipping movement in the strategic waterway.

Yemen has evolved in the current conflict from being primarily a transit country to a

major origin country for human trafficking.

Yemen has always been a gateway for illegal migration movements from the Horn of
Africa to the Gulf. Due to its strategic location and importance, networks facilitating

human smuggling or human trafficking have been entrenched for a long period of time.

In this regard, the platform (P.T.0.C) has obtained information about the smuggling

operation, training of Africans, and their exploitation in various fields. In addition to what

the platform discovered in its first report on: "The Houthi Path in the Horn of Africa" at
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Smuggling

Houthi militias operate through a network of smugglers to transport and smuggle African
refugees to and from Yemen and neighboring Gulf countries. They impose financial fees
on the refugees that the smugglers collect and deliver to the Houthi security leadership,
with individual smuggling fees ranging from $500 to $200.

Training

Abdulwahed Abu Ras, in charge of external expansion and African affairs, along with
elements and leaders of the Houthi security and intelligence apparatus, are overseeing
the intelligence, military, and ideological training of African elements in camps in the
provinces of Hodeidah, Al-Jawf, Saada, and Sanaa. The mosque of Al-Mashhad in Shu'ub
area of Sanaa is a main center for training and rehabilitating Africans on Houthi ideology
(cultural courses), before they are transferred to training camps based on the type of

work they will be performing.
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Yemen witnessed a significant influx of weapons provided by Iran to the Houthis, often
these weapons are more advanced than small arms, and are known to include elements
such as surface-to-air missiles.

Some evidence suggests that the illegal arms market has grown since the beginning of
the current war ignited by the Iran-backed Houthis in March 2015.

According to some estimates, Yemen possesses between 40 to 60 million small arms,
making it (including pre-conflict) the country with the highest rate of small arms
ownership after the United States.

Arms dealers exploit wide gaps in anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism financing
controls to facilitate weapons deals to the East Africa region, using aliases and agents to
conduct transactions on their behalf, allowing them to operate without fear of detection.

Yemeni and Somali arms dealers also exploited the loopholes in these informal financial
systems. These dealers exploited weaknesses in money transfer networks to facilitate
wide-scale financial transfers, especially in relation to arms deals. This exploitation not
only circumvents international financial regulations, but also aims to bypass the arms
embargo imposed by the United Nations on Somalia, highlighting the challenges in
regulating and monitoring financial activities within the complex and divided financial
landscape in Yemen.
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Prolonging the war in Yemen and destabilizing the security and stability of the
Horn of Africa and the Red Sea region by igniting military conflicts and disturbances
in its countries, and increasing maritime piracy operations in the Red Sea, Arabian
Sea, and Bab el Mandeb;

Disrupting the political process in Yemen, and undermining regional and
international efforts aimed at ending the war and achieving a comprehensive political
settlement;

Enhancing the military capabilities of Houthis and strengthening their political,
military, security, and economic power, especially in the capital Sanaaand the northern
provinces, and carrying out ground military operations and attacks using ballistic
missiles and drones against government forces, deepening the ongoing conflict and
division, threatening national unity, and fueling the Houthis' tendency to control the
north of the country and isolate it from the southern provinces;

Threatening national and regional security in the region through alliance with
extremist religious organizations and groups, particularly Al-Qaeda, AQAP, providing
them with weapons and trained individuals to carry out terrorist operations in Yemen
and the region;

Seeking to target neighboring countries and the region, or launching attacks to
target economic assets and interests in the Red Sea and the region;

Targeting commercial ships in the Red Sea and disrupting international
navigation and shipping in the strategic waterway, by carrying out military operations
using Iranian weapons, causes significant damage to the global economy and the
Suez Canal.
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Supporting and enhancing the Yemeni Nawy, Joint Forces, and Yemeni Coast
Guard by providing them with the necessary military, logistical, and intelligence
capabilities to combat arms smuggling and human trafficking along the entire
Yemeni coast;

Increasing naval patrols in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden to prevent arms
smuggling and human trafficking;

Collaborating with international naval forces to enhance capabilities
in detecting and preventing illegal activities in Yemeni territorial waters and
international waters in the Red Sea, Bab el Mandeb, Gulf of Aden, and the Arabian
Sea;

Enhancing intelligence and security cooperation with the countries of the
Horn of Africa and the countries bordering the Red Sea;

Forming joint task forces to monitor and combat weapons smuggling and
human trafficking;

Imposing international sanctions on individuals and entities involved in arms
smuggling and human trafficking benefiting the Houthi group;

Updating sanctions lists based on new information to prevent financing and
logistical support for these activities.
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