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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

m This report consists of several parts and contains information revealing for the first
time the activities of the Houthi group in the Horn of Africa, starting from smuggling
weapons, recruiting Africans, and using them in their expansionist intelligence and
terrorist activities.

m The PT.0.Cplatform for tracking organized crime and money laundering in Yemen, has
obtained information from this secret file supported by secret documents issued by
several Houthi authorities, which is considered one of the most important secret files
of the Houthi group, which is directly managed by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard
((IRGC)) with coordination and supervision from Hezbollah militia.

m This fileincludes a map of smuggling and arming the Houthi group from Iran, the keys
to the Houthi expansion project in the Horn of Africa, as well as the supervisors and
implementers.

m This report also includes the names of the leaders involved, starting from the super-
visor in the Iranian Revolutionary Guard ((IRGC)) Abu Mahdi to the owner of the small-
est weapons smuggling boat in the Red Sea, in addition to the relationship between
the Somali “Al-Shabaab’ organization with the Houthi group and Africans, as well as
the networks recruiting and smuggling Africans to and from Yemen in one of the most
dangerous human trafficking and organized crimes.
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The Houthi group has recruited many African elements of different nationalities, especially
after the invasion of the capital Sanaa and several provinces in September 2014.

They were subjected to cultural and military training and deployed to various battlefronts
(Taiz, western coast, Marib, and the border areas).

Many influential African figures (such as Afar, Oromo, and Ogaden tribes) have attracted
the attention of African communities in Sanaa (Somali, Ethiopian and Eritrean) and relied
on them for mobilization and attraction of African refugees in Sanaa, as well as those
who are attracted from their regions in the Horn of Africa and coordinated to reach Sanaa.

The person in charge of the file of
Africans and Saudis: Abdulwahed Abu Ras

Full Name: Abdulwahed Naji Mohammed
Abu Ras (AKA, Abu Hussein)

Place of Birth: Al-Jawf Governorate

Current Work: Responsible for foreign
expansion and the Horn of Africa, including
Saudi Arabia.

Abu Ras took over this file on a direct
recommendation from senior Iranian
leaders, including the office of Ali Akbar
Velayati (the prominent foreign policy advisor
to Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei) in
Tehran.




TOP FILES HE WORKS ON:

»Coordinating with members from (IRGC) and the Houthi leadership for field operations;

»The direct responsible for securing and smuggling members from (IRGC) and Hezbollah
to and from Yemen;

»The person in charge of transferring, rehabilitating, and training Saudi Shia cells in
Yemen and bringing them back to Saudi Arabia.

(A special addendum file to be released later)

He disappeared from public view several years ago, but he was secretly tasked with the
most dangerous political and intelligence files within the Houthi group, where he was
appointed as the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Houthi security and intelligence
apparatus. Until the appointment of Hassan Al-Kahalani to the same position and the
promotion of Abu Ras to the file of external expansion and the Horn of Africa, by direct

recommendation and agreement between Abdul Malik Al-Houthi and the leadership of
(IRGC).




2Hassan Ahmed Al-Kahlani: (AKA, Abu Shaheed)

The Deputy of the Foreign Operations Sector in the Houthi Security and Intelligence Apparatus, born
in 1984 in Hajah Governorate. He is considered one of the prominent leaders in the Houthi Security
and Intelligence Apparatus. Al-Kahlani grew up in a

Houthi environment between Saada and Sanaa, and joined the group at an early age.

He was part of the Sanaa terrorist cell that carried out
terrorist acts, several bombings and assassinations in
the capital Sanaa, following the killing of the group's
founder,

Hussein Al-Houthi.

Al-Kahlani is one of the Houthi leaders who was at the
forefront of the group's takeover of the capital Sanaa
in September 2014. He took command of the group
that issued orders to prevent an American planefrom
taking off from Sanaa Airport on grounds of inspection
before departure. Following this incident, his father
was assassinated in October 2014 by unknown armed
individuals riding a motorcycle in Sanaa.

He currently works as the deputy of the foreign
operations sector in the security and intelligence
apparatus, under the supervision of Abdulwahed Abu
Ras.

Al-Kahlani has been selected to be a member of one of the neggtiating{delegationspwithkthelSaldi
Arabia. He is known for his close connection with the (IRG@®)¥asihektieskthiotghkthisiielationship]
to establish himself as the top man in the Houthi secuiityfandlintelligencelapparatiisyieflectinggtne
ongoing power struggle with Abdulhakeem Al-KhalWanisthelheadlofithelappanatlisy
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3 Adham Hameed Abdullah Al-Afari (AKA, Abu Khaleel)

He is a senior official in the Houthi intelligence apparatus, and is considered an expert in the file of
African communities present in Yemen, especially in the :
capital Sanaa.

Al-Afari was tasked with the continuous communication
and coordination with the heads of the Ethiopian, Somali,
Eritrean, Sudanese, and Djiboutian communities in Sanaa.

He works on mobilizing African elements and enrolling
them in military and cultural courses, then they are
distributed to battlefronts (Western coast, Marib, Taiz and

the border areas), and also in intelligence missions within
their countries.

As the person in charge of coordinating with security
checkpoints to bring African elements into Houthi-
controlled areas, he also performs other tasks, most
notably, disbursing financial allocations for African elements.

®7ddis Ababa
°

ETHIOPIA
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4 Osama Hassan Ahmed Al-Makhadhi (AKA, Abu Shaheed)

He is a senior official in the Houthi intelligence
apparatus, specializing in the African track file.
His mission is to coordinate with influential
African figures in (Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
Djibouti and Sudan) in order to recruit and train
them, qualify them, and integrate them into
the ranks of the Houthi militia as fighters and
workers in the countries they come from. As
intelligence operatives, they carry out various
tasks, including spreading Houthi ideology,
conducting intelligence operations, smuggling
weapons, human trafficking, and transporting
drugs across the sea to and from the African
Horn and Yemen.
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u The Houthis have worked on creating relationships, coordinating, and recruiting
African elements present in Sanaa and some provinces, including:

V.V4
%

1- Tajou Sherif: (In charge of the Ethiopian
community in Sanaa).

He attended Houthi cultural courses and
works on recruiting African elements for the
benefit of Houthi military and intelligence
work.

A\
1/7//'&\<

3- Yunis Abdu Deri Sheikh Yunis

A/
|\

3

2- Ramadhan Ahmed Yousef: (Head of the
Ethiopian community in Sanaa, from the
Oromo tribe).

He works on recruiting elements and
communicating with African figures to
facilitate smuggling and coordination
operations for the Houthis.

A/
| «

4- Abu Yousef (Ethiopian):
He is in charge of recruiting African
refugees for the Houthis.
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5- Qadeer Ahmed Ali: Houthi fighter 6- Youssef Mohamed Magan Hussein:
(Ethiopian); Marib front. (Somali from the Ogaden community).

He was recruited by the Houthis and is
working on coordinating with extremist
Somali militias.

1 |

7- Mahmoud Abdullah Gheli: 8- Nour EI-Din Abdulsamad Bakr:

(Representative of the Ogaden Somali
community). One of the Africans who recruit fighters in

favor of the Houthis during internal events,
He works with the Houthi group and is and he also in contact with smuggling cell.
in contact with the Al-Shabaab group in
Somalia.
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9- Abdullah Kamal Muhammad Idrees:

(Head of the Ethiopian Oromo community).

1

11- Idrees Ibrahim Ahmed (Al-Afr Tribe):

He works at the Ethiopian embassy in
Sanaa, and has been tasked by the Houthis
with collecting intelligence information.

10- Ibrahim Abdulgader Mohammed Mo'alim:

(Head of the Somali community in Houthi-
controlled areas and one of the key figures
coordinating with the Somali Al-Shabaab
Movement).

12- Mohammed Nur Abdi Ozan (Somali).
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13- Mohammed Saeed Ali Saeed: (Ethiopian 14- Khaled Siraj Al-Haj Mahmoud Kero
community representative). (AKA, Abu Suleiman Al-Ethiopi):

One of the individuals who recruits African
fighters for the Houthis.

&
1 - |

15- Mohammed Saleh Ibrahim Saeed 16- Mohammed Ali Musa Ali (Eritrea):
(Somali): -

————— He works for the Houthis in smuggling and
One of the Africans associated with recruiting members of the Afar tribe.

Abdulwahid Abu Ras, and directly linked to
Somali terrorist movements and pirates.



The Houthis aim to expand into the Horn of Africa as part of their strategy to enhance
their regional influence, secure their supply lines, and support their allies, such as Iran.
This expansion carries numerous intelligence and military objectives rather than Iran's
direct role, which will be discuss below:

Intelligence Objectives

1. Information-gathering:

m Houthis seek to use the Horn of Africa as a base for gathering information about
military and commercial activities in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.

m Spying On International Allies: Monitoring and analyzing the movements of
countries allied with Saudi Arabia, UAE, and US in the region and the Horn of Africa.

2. Intelligence Cooperation:

m Enhancing Iran's intelligence capabilities in the region

m Recruiting local and African agents to gather information and provide logistical
support.

3. Influencing on Political Decisions:

m Intervention in internal affairs of the countries of the Horn of Africa: Using
intelligence information to influence the internal policies of these countries, such as
Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia.

m Manipulation of international relations: Manipulating the relations between
these countries and Gulf states to ensure that a unified front is not formed against
the Houthis.



Military Objectives:
1. »  Securing Supply Lines:

m Strategic ports: Controlling important ports and sea outlets to ensure the flow
of weapons and supplies.

m Protecting and securing important maritime routes passing through the Red
Sea and the Gulf of Aden.

m Establishing military bases: Trough setting up bases for storing weapons and
training fighters.

m Deployment of Houthi secret forces: Strengthening the presence of their forces
inthe region toincrease the capability to rapidly intervene and defend Iranian interests.

2. Naval attacks:

m Through targeting maritime alliances: Using the region as a base to launch
attacks on commercial and military ships belonging to the international alliances.

m Threatening international navigation in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden to
increase pressure on their enemies.

3. Support local allies:

m Supporting Rebels: Providing military support and training to rebel groups and
separatist movements in the Horn of Africa to promote chaos and destabilize stability.

m Strengthening Relationships: Building strong relationships with movements
and groups opposed to local governments to achieve common goals.



Training camps:

The Houthi group trains African members militarily, security and intelligence in secret
and private camps (in Al-Hadidiya, Al-Jawf and Kataf). These camps are surrounded by
very high secrecy, as they are transferred to the fronts or returned to their countries to
carry out intelligence tasks.

Houthi expansion in the Horn of Africa may lead to escalation of the regional conflict and
increased military interventions by affected countries.

Reports suggest that the Houthi expansion in the

Horn of Africa is part of a broader strategy to enhance

their regional influence and secure their intelligence and

military interests in various countries in the region. Additionally,

the foreign operations sector in the Houthi intelligence apparatus is

working on preparing lists eliminate their opponents, even abroad.
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THE RISKS OF HOUTHI EXPANSION IN THE HORN OF AFRICA

Therisks of Houthi expansionin the Horn of Africa region pose areal threat to the security
and stability of the area on various fronts, the most important of which are:

o [o]
m Military Escalation and Conflicts

Increased regional tensions: Houthi expansion
could increase tensions between regional
countries such as Saudi Arabia, UAE, Ethiopia,
and Egypt, which may see this expansion as a
threat to their national security.

&
@ Creating conflicts between countries in the
Horn of Africa, Gulf countries, and countries in
the region.

Threatening maritime navigation and targeting
ships through attacks on commercial and
military ships in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.

Spreading terrorism and chaos by supporting
terrorist groups such as the Somali Al-Shabaab
movement, as reports suggest that the Houthis
have provided them with large quantities of
weapons, which may increase the influence of
Al-Qaeda members and other terrorist groups
in the Horn of Africa region.
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THE RISKS OF HOUTHI EXPANSION IN THE HORN OF AFRICA

P.T.0.C YEMEN

P.T.O.C YEMEN

P.T.O0.C YEMEN

Political Chaos
o

The Houthis are seeking to interfere in the
internal affairs of African countries, which
could destabilize local governments and lead
to political chaos, especially in countries with
international military bases.

Humanitarian Crises

The increase in displacement from those
countries will enable the Houthis to exploit
it in the crime of human trafficking, and to
recruit more fighters.

International Reaction

The expansion of the Houthi movement in
the African Horn region could push major
powers such as the United States and the
European Union to increase their military
and diplomatic interventions in the area,
escalating the strategic conflict in the region
and turning the Red Sea into a permanent
conflict zone between major powers and the
region.

P.T.0O.C YEMEN P.T.O.C YEMEN P.T.0.C YEMEN

P.T.0.C



Given the great risks associated with the Houthi expansion in the Horn of Africa, the
C.O0.T.P platform puts the following recommendations in the hands of decision makers:

1. = Strengthening regional and international alliances and coordinating efforts:
Countries affected by the Houthi expansion, such as Saudi Arabia, UAE, and African
countries, should strengthen regional and international alliances and coordinate efforts.

2. Intensifying maritime surveillance and increasing naval patrols in the Red Sea and
the Gulf of Aden to ensure the security of maritime navigation and protect commercial
and military ships.

3. Imposing sanctions: Tightening economic, security, and political sanctions on the
Houthis, their supporters, and the leaders of external expansion, including Iran, to limit
their financial and military capabilities, and rigorously implementing the sanctions to
ensure their effectiveness.

4, Launching awareness campaigns in the affected African countries to shed light
on the dangers of Houthi expansion and the importance of cooperation to confront it,
and using international media to convey the true image of the Houthi threats and their
impact on regional and international security.

5. ' The Houthi expansion in the Horn of Africa represents a great threat that requires
urgent international and regional action through a comprehensive deterrent plan to
stop their expansion and external activities completely, in order to enhance stability and
security in the region.
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